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Choosing a financial planner

To maximize your investment savings and help you with financial 
planning, seek out an accredited financial advisor. (For the benefits 
of working with an advisor, turn to page 64.) As mentioned in 
chapter 5, advisors have various designations. The table below 
lists common ones, along with descriptions, and the graph fac-
ing shows where these designations fall in terms of planning 
versus investment knowledge. When selecting an advisor, the 
basic steps are to (1) understand your own financial needs (see 
questions page 64); (2) check the advisor’s credentials; and 
(3) interview candidates.

Worksheet 15.3
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